DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS OR CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Under the Local Government Act (1989) , the classification of the type of interest giving rise to a conflict is; a direct interest; or an indirect interest (section 77A and 77B). The type of indirect interest specified under Section 78, 78A, 78B, 78C or 78D of the Local Government Act 1989 set out the requirements of a Councillor or member of a Special Committee to disclose any conflicts of interest that the Councillor or member of a Special Committee may have in a matter being or likely to be considered at a meeting of the Council or Committee.
Definitions of the class of the interest are: 
Time for Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest
In addition to the Council protocol relating to disclosure at the beginning of the meeting, section 79 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act) requires a Councillor to disclose the details, classification and the nature of the conflict of interest immediately at the beginning of the meeting and/or before consideration or discussion of the Item.
Section 79(6) of the Act states:
While the matter is being considered or any vote is taken in relation to the matter, the Councillor or member of a special committee must:
(a) leave the room and notify the Mayor or the Chairperson of the special committee that he or she is doing so; and (b) remain outside the room and any gallery or other area in view of hearing of the room.
The Councillor is to be notified by the Mayor or Chairperson of the special committee that he or she may return to the room after consideration of the matter and all votes on the matter.
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There are important reasons for requiring this disclosure immediately before the relevant matter is considered.
· Firstly, members of the public might only be in attendance for part of a meeting and should be able to see that all matters are considered in an appropriately transparent manner.
· Secondly, if conflicts of interest are not disclosed immediately before an item there is a risk that a Councillor who arrives late to a meeting may fail to disclose their conflict of interest and be in breach of the Act.
Nil.
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PRESENTATIONS/DEPUTATIONS
The Council has made provision in the business of the Special Meeting of the Council for the making of presentations or deputations to Council in relation to matters presented on the agenda for Council consideration.
Presentations or deputations are required to be conducted in accordance with the requirements contained within the Presentation/Deputations Protocols and Procedural Guidelines.
Persons wishing to make a presentation or deputation to the Council on a matter included in the agenda shall inform Council by 1pm on the Friday prior to the meeting by contacting the Chief Executive Officer's Office and registering their name and agenda item being spoken to.
At the meeting the Mayor will invite the persons wishing to make a presentation or delegation to address the Council on the agenda item.
The person making the presentation or deputation is to stand and address the Council on the item. No debate on the item is permitted between the person making the presentation or delegation and the Council.
A maximum of three minutes per presentation or delegation will be allocated. An extension of time may be granted at the discretion of the Mayor.
Councillors, through the Mayor, may ask the person making the presentation or delegation for clarification of matters presented.
The Mayor may direct that a member of the gallery ceases speaking if the above procedure is not followed. Copies of the budget submissions are appended as an attachment to this report.
Introduction
Having completed all statutory requirements, the 2014/15 Annual Budget can now be considered for adoption.
Background
The Proposed 2014/15 Annual Budget recognises the importance of setting a clear direction for the future, achieving measurable objectives, encouraging community input and consultation, and being financial responsible. It is part of a financial plan that aims to secure a viable and sustainable path to achieve the Shire's objectives.
The budget includes a 5.0% rate increase for 2014/15. Council have aimed to balance the needs of the ratepayers with the ongoing requirements to maintain existing infrastructure.
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Policy Implications
The 2013 -2017 Council Plan provides as follows:
Key Result AreaContinuous Improvement in Council Services
ObjectiveSound, long term financial management
Strategy -
Develop and maintain a long term financial planning, management and reporting system, which ensures resources to deliver services and manage Council's assets.
The consideration of the Proposed 2014/15 Annual Budget is consistent with the 2013-2017 Council Plan.
Financial Implications
The 2014/15 Annual Budget has been prepared within the adopted five year strategic financial plan. This will allow Council to reduce the underlying deficit and balance the building of new infrastructure with maintaining our existing infrastructure. This is evidenced by: The net impact of these changes will result in an increased Operating deficit of $215K as compared to the Proposed Budget. For the 2014/15 year, Council will maintain the service levels and works programs proposed in the 2014/15 Budget and after reviewing the 2013/14 year end result and any associated savings from prior year to offset the financial impact, will identify further avenues in the 2014/15 Budget if required to offset the net impact of the changes.
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The most significant impact on the budget is the Federal Government announcement that the indexation of Financial Assistance Grants will be "paused" for the next 3 years. Based on this advice, it is likely that the decision by the Federal Government will result in reduced funding in excess of $5.0m for Moorabool Shire over the next 10 years. In 2014/15, based on indicative advice received, Moorabool Shire will receive $98k less than what was estimated in the 2014/15 Proposed Budget. The following graph shows the impact that the 'pausing' of funding indexation will have on the future outlook for Financial Assistance Grants.
As can be seen from the above graph, the impact of 'pausing' indexation will result in a permanent reduction in Financial Assistance Grants revenue streams. The following table highlights the likely cumulative impact on Council finances over a 10 year period;
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The estimated cumulative impact over a 10 year period is estimated at close to $5M.
In addition to this, the Federal government also announced the cancellation of early payment of 50% of grants commission funding. In recent years, the local government sector has benefitted from the early payment or 'bringing forward' of grants commission payments. This was a measure that was implemented during the GFC. Council has been notified that the early payment of the grants commission funding has ceased, with grants commission payments occurring in the 2014/15 year. As a result, the delay in payment will result in a reduction in investment interest of approximately $48,000.
Additionally, the Federal Government has announced measures to reintroduce the indexation of fuel excise. Whilst this will have a relatively small impact on the 2014/15 financial year, the re-introduction of fuel excise indexation will result in a compounding effect on fuel costs in future years.
Communications Strategy
In accordance with Section 223 of the Act, Council considered submissions on 9 July 2014. Council received seven written submissions, with the following people requesting to speak to their submission: 
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006
In developing this report to Council the briefing officer considered whether the subject matter raised any human rights issues. In particular, whether the scope of any human right established by the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities is in any way limited, restricted or interfered with by the recommendations contained in the report. It is considered that the subject matter does not raise any human rights issues.
Officer's Declaration of Conflict of Interests
Under section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 (as amended), officers providing advice to Council must disclose any interests, including the type of interest.
General Manager -Shane Marr
In providing this advice to Council as the General Manager, I have no interests to disclose in this report.
Author -Steven Ivelja
In providing this advice to Council as the Author, I have no interests to disclose in this report.
Conclusion
The budget presents Council's immediate and longer-term financial strategy and links the actions set out in the Council Plan. It also identifies the capital works and services the community can expect from Council during the 2014/15 financial year and beyond. To ensure that all rateable land makes an equitable financial contribution to the cost of carrying out the functions of Council, including the -
1.
Construction and maintenance of public infrastructure; and 2.
Development and provision of health and community services; and 3.
Provision of general support services.
Types and Classes:
Rateable land having the relevant characteristics described in the below definition.
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
The differential rate will be used to fund some of those items of expenditure described in the Budget adopted by Council.
The level of the differential rate is the level which council considers is necessary to achieve the objectives specified above.
Geographic Location:
Wherever located within the municipal district.
Use of Land:
Any use permitted under the Moorabool Planning Scheme.
Planning Scheme Zoning:
The zoning applicable to each rateable land within this category, as determined by consulting maps referred to in the Moorabool Planning Scheme.
Types of Buildings:
All buildings which are now constructed on the land or which are constructed prior to the end of the Financial year. 
Commercial and Industrial Land
Objective:
To ensure that all rateable land makes an equitable financial contribution to the cost of carrying out the functions of Council, including the -
1.
Types and Classes:
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
The differential rate will be used to fund some of those items of expenditure described in the Budged adopted by Council.
The level of the differential rate is the level which council considers is necessary to achieve the objectives specified above. Geographic Location:
Use of Land:
Planning Scheme Zoning:
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Types of Buildings:
All buildings which are now constructed on the land or which are constructed prior to the end of the Financial year.
Definition:
Any land which is lawfully used: -for the principal purpose of carrying out the manufacturing or productions of goods; or -for the principal purpose of carrying out trade in goods or services.
Vacant Commercial and Industrial Land
1.
Types and Classes:
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
Geographic Location:
Use of Land:
Planning Scheme Zoning:
The zoning applicable to each rateable land within this category, as determined by consulting maps referred to in the Moorabool Planning Scheme. To ensure that all rateable land makes an equitable financial contribution to the cost of carrying out the functions of Council, including the -
1.
Types and Classes:
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
Geographic Location:
Use of Land:
Planning Scheme Zoning:
Types of Buildings:
All buildings which are now constructed on the land or which are constructed prior to the end of the Financial year. To ensure that all rateable land makes an equitable financial contribution to the cost of carrying out the functions of Council, including the -
1.
Types and Classes:
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
Geographic Location:
Use of Land:
Planning Scheme Zoning:
Types of Buildings:
All buildings which are now constructed on the land or which are constructed prior to the end of the Financial year. Provision of general support services.
Types and Classes:
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
Geographic Location:
Use of Land:
Planning Scheme Zoning:
1.
Types and Classes:
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
Geographic Location:
Use of Land:
Planning Scheme Zoning:
1.
Types and Classes:
Use and Level of Differential Rate:
Geographic Location:
Use of Land:
Planning Scheme Zoning:
Definition:
Any land; -on which no dwelling is lawfully erected; and -which is located within the Residential 1 Zone (R1Z) or Residential 2 Zone (R2Z) under the Moorabool Planning Scheme.
